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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

   historic        Dr. Chauncey and Emelia Grubb / Dr. Richard and Rose Buckingham  Veterinarian Property        

 other           Thirty Oaks       

2. Location 

   street and number     522 West Montgomery Avenue            not for publication  

 city, town                      Rockville        vicinity 
 county                          Montgomery      

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 
 name                           Wyliffe L.C.   - Elm Street Properties       
 street and number    6820 Elm St. #200      telephone       
 city, town                      McLean       state VA zip code 22101     

4. Location of Legal Description      
 courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery Co. Courthouse liber 19297       folio 173 
 city, town Rockville       tax map GR22 tax parcel P278 tax ID number 00143575      

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
       Contributing Resource in National Register District 
        Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
       Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
       Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
        Recorded by HABS/HAER 
       Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
        Other:                       

6. Classification 
 Category               Ownership         Current Function                                                Resource Count 
    district     public   agriculture     landscape       Contributing      Noncontributing 
 x building(s)  x private     commerce/trade     recreation/culture  3          buildings 
    structure      both     defense     religion                sites 
    site  x domestic     social                structures 
    object     education     transportation                 objects 
     funerary     work in progress                  Total 
     government     unknown 
     health care     vacant/not in use    Number of Contributing Resources 
     industry     other:  previously listed in the Inventory 
           



 
7. Description Inventory No. M: 26/      
 
 
 Condition 
 

      excellent       deteriorated 
   good       ruins 
 x   fair       altered 

 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 
 

SUMMARY 
 

The four-acre former Dr. 
Buckingham property at 522 
West Montgomery Avenue faces 
north and is separated from the 
street and its adjacent properties 
by a buffer of mature spruce and 
other trees that hides the 
property from public view.  The 
500 block of West Montgomery 
Avenue is eclectic in age.  To 
the east are the grounds and 
buildings of the former 
Woodlawn Hotel/ Chestnut 
Lodge, which is listed as part of 
the West Montgomery Avenue 
National Register District and is 
partly within the West 
Montgomery Avenue 
Historic District.  
 
 To the west is Roxboro, a development of 1 
to 2-story houses on 6000 square foot lots 
and several late 19th Century properties that 
predate the subdivision.  The houses across 
West Montgomery Avenue are detached 1 to 
2-story single-family houses most of which 
date from the first half of the 20th Century.  
To the south, (rear) are two large residential 
lots that were originally part of this parcel 
and are accessed via a driveway at the east 
edge of the Buckingham parcel.   The four-
acre property is bounded by a buffer of 
mature spruce and other evergreen trees and 
includes a dry streambed and large specimen 
trees dotted on the lawn of the front.  A 
small grove of trees is on the west side in the 
center of the property.  An asphalt driveway  
 

Tree Buffer 

West boundary of 522 West Montgomery Avenue seen from West Montgomery 
Avenue showing tree buffer and adjacent Roxboro house.    

View looking south from W. Montgomery Avenue up driveway 
toward house, partly visible in distance.  
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from West Montgomery Avenue accesses the house, veterinary hospital, and garage toward the rear of 
the lot. A portion of the house is visible from the street up the driveway. A sign at the entrance to the 
driveway identifies the property as “Thirty Oaks”.  
 
The original house was constructed about 1914 by Dr. Chauncey and Emelia Grubb as a residence and 
office for his veterinary practice. Dr. Grubb's practice focused on farm animals and horses. The house 
has had many additions through the years. The oldest portion appears to be a one-and-a-half story 
irregularly massed structure on the eastern end, which has 2/2 windows in the end, a front full-width 
shed-roofed dormer and a one bay rear dormer. The dormers, exposed rafter tails, and massing point to a 
popularized craftsman-style structure that would have been stylish and modern in 1914.   Due to the 
many additions, there is no one distinctive style to the house.  
 
Richard Buckingham, Jr. verified at the HDC meeting on June 18, 2002, that the east end-gabled 1-1/2 
story house with a rear central dormer and a front full width dormer is the original house.  He noted that 
the attic story rooms had very limited headroom, even with the expanded dormer. The rear porch on the 
east section was enclosed, a rear addition was added, a screened porch was put on the front, and an 
addition was built on the west end during his parents occupancy.   The house has been stuccoed to unify 
the exterior.  The majority of the newer windows are 6/1 but some 2/2 windows still exist in the east 
section.  See attached photos taken in 1986.  
 
East and back of the house is a two-story veterinary hospital with small animal cages on the east end that 
was built by Dr. Grubb in 1931, according to Richard Buckingham, Jr. The garage at the rear property 
line was present when his father obtained the property and it is undated and very deteriorated.  It was 
used to store and shelter landscape equipment.  
 
The environmental setting is what makes this property desirable.  The property has a three-acre front 
lawn that includes a stand of mature trees and a streambed which drains overflow water from hard rains 
to a storm water inflow on Calvert Street.  The atmosphere is of a country place far removed from City 
life and automobile traffic.   Below is a composite view of the view of the house and setting.  On the 
following pages are views of the house taken in 1986, which show the house facades and hospital.   
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Page 7-2 
Photos of house 
1986 
 
 
 
 
Top:  Screened porch on 
west end of front façade. 
 
Middle:  Hospital, front 
or north façade. 
 
Bottom:  Hospital side 
view (west side) 
 
All photos 1986. 
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Photos taken June 2002.  Top:  House front and central rear bay.  Middle:  Hospital front and rear. Bottom: Hospital 
cages, garage on rear property line.  



 
8. Significance Inventory No.       

Period       Areas of Significance     Check and justify below 
 
    1600-1699    X agriculture     economics     health/medicine     performing arts 
    1700-1799     archeology     education     industry     philosophy 
    1800-1899     architecture     engineering     invention     politics/government 
 X 1900-1999     art     entertainment/     landscape architecture     religion 
__  2000-     commerce      recreation     law     science 
        communications     ethnic heritage     literature  x social history 
        community planning     exploration/     maritime history     transportation 
        conservation     settlement     military     other:       
             
 
  Specific dates         Architect/Builder        
 
  Construction dates     1914          
 
  Evaluation for: 
 
         National Register   X    Maryland Register         not evaluated 
 
 
 
Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context.  (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form – see manual.) 
 

Significance 
 
The Buckingham Property or “Thirty Oaks” was used for most of the 20th Century as a home and 
verterinary office. During the 20th Century, the practice changed with the decline of farming in 
Rockville from a farm animal practice to small animal or household pet practice.  In the 19th Century, it 
was owned by veterinarian Dr. Chauncy M.Grubb and his wife, Emilia A. Grubb.  They built the 
original house on the property around 1914.   
 
Thirty Oaks is part of a large farm on the Exchange and New Exchange property owned by Julius West 
in the 19th Century.  In 1886, slightly more than 29 acres were sold to the local baker, John Mulfinger.  
Mulfinger sold parcels of land to several people, selling the last 18-1/2 acres in 1886. The existing four-
acre parcel was carved out in 1890 and was used as a forested suburban residential property and 
veterinary practice for over 90 years.   
 

History and Context 
 
Exchange and New Exchange was one of many tracts patented by Arthur Nelson of Prince Georges 
County in stages from 1717 to 1735.  His land holdings eventually totaled 3,162 acres.  He named his 
tracts Valentine’s Garden (his wife’s name was Valentine), Valentine’s Garden Enlarged (adding 
acreage in 1722), The Exchange, The New Exchange, then re-surveyed both tracts as “Exchange and 
New Exchange Enlarged” for 1,620 acres in 1721.  He also owned “Bowling Green”, and “Cuckold’s 
Delight”.  Within 30 years, the first tiny buildings in what is now the center of Rockville were built on 
Valentine’s Garden Enlarged and Exchange and New Exchange Enlarged. 1 

   

Nelson sold part of Exchange and New Exchange to Richard West.  The West Family was among the 
first settlers of Montgomery County. Julius West was born in 1808, the son of Thomas West (b. Oct. 19, 
                                                           
1 Eileen McGuckian, Rockville, Portrait of a City,  2001.  Page x.  
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1762) and Eleanor O’Neale (b.1768).  Thomas and Eleanor were married in 1793 in Annapolis, MD and 
Julius was the last born of 8 children.2  He married Sarah Kidwell in 1844.  The Wests lived most of 
their life in a small farmhouse on their property.  After his death in 1860 and that of Sarah 27 years later, 
most of his property was deeded to the Rockville Academy where he was educated.  His will instructed 
the sale of his farms to constitute a perpetual fund for education.  Academy trustees used the funds to 
construct and pay for the new Rockville Academy building at 103 South Adams Street and later to pay 
library staff when the Rockville Library was located at the Academy. 3   Julius and Sarah West are 
remembered in the subdivision called “West End Park,” which refers both to West family property and 
the western part of the original town of Rockville.   
 
The executor of the Julius and Sarah West estate sold 29 acres, 1 rood, and 634 square perches of land to 
Richard W. Williams for $1479.09 in 1873.4   In 1886, Williams and Thomas Anderson et.al, trustees, 
sold the 29 acres, 1 rood and 634 square perches to John Phillip Mulfinger for $1618.80. 5   John Phillip 
Mulfinger probably was the son of Christian Mulfinger and his wife Margaret. Christian Mulfinger and 
his family were listed in the 1860 Census in Rockville as a baker, age 43, with his wife Margaret, age 
36, and three children, Fritz, Conrad and (John) Philip. Philip was 7 years old in 1860 so he is probably 
the same John Philip Mulfinger that was 7 weeks old when baptized on April 24, 1853 at the Bethesda 
Presbyterian Church. 6  Another family lived with them at an unknown location:  Bernard Quinn, age 28, 
a teacher, and his 20-year-old wife Rebecca and their son Henry, age one year.   By 1886, Philip 
Mulfinger would have been about 32 years old. 7  
   
Part of Mulfinger’s 29+ acres was sold for the Woodlawn Hotel. It was part of an assemblage.  In 
1886,Charles G. Willson purchased a parcel of land from the estate of Rebecca Veirs 8 and in 1887 
purchased another parcel from John P. Mulfinger and wife,9 altogether 5 acres along West Montgomery 
Avenue, and commenced construction of a large, four-story brick "summer boarding house" in 1886.  In 
1889, Mulfinger and his wife and Henson Johnson and wife sold 18-1/2 acres to Henry Wells for $3400. 
10  The property changed hands four times from 1889 to the sale to Dr. Chauncey M. and Emelia A. 
Grubb in 1914. 11   If the tax record construction date of 1912 is close, the Grubbs were the original 
homebuilder.  No buildings are shown in this location on the 1891 map of West End Park Section 3 that 
shows building footprints along West Montgomery Avenue opposite the subdivision.  
 

                                                           
2 Kean O’Neal (kon@hhs.net) O’Neal Genealogy. http”//awt.ancestsry.com  
3 Biography of Julius West, Julius West Middle School web site.  
4 Land Record EBP11/194. 
5 Land Record JA3/1 on 7/27/1886 
6 Records of the Bethesda Presbyterian Church in files at the Montgomery County Historical Society  
7 Montgomery County Historical Society death and burial records.  Margaret and Conrad Mulfinger died in 1896 and are buried at 
Rockville Cemetery with no marker.  Christian died Mar 21, 1877 and is also buried at Rockville Cemetery with no marker.  
8 Montgomery County Land Record J.A. 3/420 (12 Dec 1886) for one acre, three and a half square perches.  
9 Montgomery County Land Record J.A. 4/364 (16 Feb 1887).  
10 Land Record JA13/167 (January 18, 1889). 
11 Land Record 246/142 (7/11/1914).   
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In 1938, the Grubbs sold 4 acres of the property to David E. Buckingham.12  Dr. David Buckingham was 
the first licensed veterinarian in the District of Columbia and lived in Cleveland Park.  He functioned as 
the White House Veterinarian going back to Teddy Roosevelt.   When the Roosevelt’s dog “Meggie” 
acquired a habit of biting diplomats, she was brought to Dr. Buckingham’s office in Cleveland Park to 
be destroyed.  Mrs. Buckingham took a liking to the dog and it lived out its life nipping neighbors in 
Cleveland Park. 13   
 
According to an article in the February 11, 1981 Washington Star newspaper, Richard Buckingham was 
the only one of Dr. David’s sons to follow him into the business. Richard was a native Washingtonian 
who graduated from Western High School and received a degree in veterinary medicine from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1938.  He married Rose Williams of Rockville and the couple had three 
children: Richard G. Jr., Ellen B., and Jane B.  He began his farm animal practice at Rockville on Dr. 
Grubb’s property, which had been sold to his father in 1938.  He was assisted by Herman Baker, who 
lived behind the Thirty Oaks property for 34 years.  In 1949, his father and mother formally sold the 
property to Richard G. Sr. and Rose W. Buckingham.14   
 
Both Buckinghams were active in the Rotary Club and Christ Episcopal Church.  Rose was educated at 
Stuart Hall, a private school in Staunton, Va. and graduated in 1933. She was a charter member of the 
Inner Wheel of the Rockville Rotary Club and also active in the Montgomery County Heart Association. 
Richard served as President of the Rotary Club and received the Paul Harris fellowship in 1980. Rose 
died on November 5, 1980 and Richard died March 14, 1992.   In  2001, the estate of Richard G. 
Buckingham Sr. sold the property to Wycliffe L.C. / Elm Street Properties, which is developing the 
property for single-family houses.    

                                                           
12 Land Record 707/36 (July 11, 1938). 
13 Washington Star, Feb 11, 1981. 
14 Land Record 1239/599  (1/25/1949) . The 1942 mortgage to Dr. David Buckingham was for $15,000. Richard paid $10 and 
assumed the outstanding balance of $10,500 in 1949. 
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Pages 8-3 and 8-4 Washington Star Newspaper   February 11, 1980 
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9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. M:26/ 
Montgomery County Land, Tax, Willl, and Plat Records.  Buckingham Biographical information from 
Montgomery County Historical Society (MCHS) genealogical files.  MCHS  Plat and Atlas collection. 
Eileen McGuckian, Rockville: Portrait of a City, Providence House Publishers, Nashville TN, 2001. 

10. Geographical Data 
 
  Acreage of surveyed property   4  acres        
  Acreage of historical setting  4   acres   
  Quadrangle name          Quadrangle scale:                  
 
Verbal boundary description and justification 
 
Exchange and New Exchange Map GR22, Parcel P278 front on West Montgomery Avenue 

11. Form Prepared by 
  
  name/title Judy Christensen, Preservation Planner                      Title Search, Gail Littlefield 

  organization City of Rockville MD date June  2002      

  street & number 111 Maryland Avenue      telephone 301-309-3207 

  city or town Rockville state MD  20850       

 
 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,  
1974 supplement. 
 
The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
 and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 
 

return to:      Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD  21032-2023 
410-514-7600 

 
 


